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1 (rurTently Amended) A method of coding a» multi-channel audio signal, the method 
comprising: 

generating a monaural signal comprising a combination of at least two input audio channels 

wherein the at least two input audio channels are time/frequency sliced such that thev 
can be analyzed as a function of time . 

input audio channels, the set of spatial parameters including a parameter representing a 
measure of similarity of waveforms of the at least two input audio channels, and 

Cen^rating an mmcird «i$nq1 rnrnpricing the monaural cignal and tho not of opatial parameter*, 

wher e in the stop of gen e rating an encoded signal comprising the monaural signal and the set of 
s patial param e ters comprise s generating a set of quantized spatial parameters, each inti uduriug u 

corr e sponding quantization error relative to the corrcQDonding d e t e rmined r, nnti,nf onrnmnt P r - 
whorein nt least one of th e introduced quantization errors is con trolled to depend on a value of at 
l e ast one of the determined nnnlinl nnrnmntn i " ; 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the step of determining a set of spatial 
parameters indicative of spatial properties comprises determining a set of spatial parameters as a 
function of time and frequency. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein the step of determining a set of spatial 
parameters indicative of spatial properties comprises 

- dividing each of the at least two input audio channels into corresponding pluralities of 
frequency bands; 
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indicative* of opcttiol properties of the at Icaat two input audio vl*aiiiit~l;v wiLliin tlic 



4. (Previously Presented) A method according to any one of claims 1 through 3, wherein the set 
of snatial narameters includes at least one Inrali-zatirm . 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 4, wherein the set of spatial parameters includes at 

] en fit twn InnnhVntinn r.ii^.-i mmpri<jing sin lfetcreKai^iiel leT'-s-I JlilVrwuvv unJ u. uwleoloil one of an 

intcrchannel time difference and uij mlerchaiind phase difference. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, wherein the measure of similarity 
comprises information that cannot he accounted for hv the. Inrali 

7. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim L wherein the measure of similarity 

Corresponds to a VAbie of a rm<;<3.»rr»rtY*1 a ti on fnn/-tii-ir» *t a maximum of oaid Orooo correlation 

function. 



8, Cancelled. 



9, (Curront1;y- AmonduJ) A_ii k.,nk..vjdtj.i fui ^udiuy: att uiul tl-cliaiinel audio Signal, ThO ftnonnnr 

comprising: 

" Cf' ■ * O " ' ~ * O * -v^aIuIujj wviil/limOuii v//u» lwuo L IWU llipui ClUUiVJ 

channels wherein the at least twn inmit audio rhannpie Qr P HmA/f^/, llQ n^r ci.oo^ O xiok 
that they can be analyzed as a function of time . 

- means for determining a set of spatial parameters indicative of spatial properties of the at 
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